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2003 iEARN International Conference in Japan started with a beautiful Joruri performed by Awaji
Ningyo-Za. When Ms. Yoko Takagi, the chief representative of the conference, stepped onto the front, a
huge applause was given from all the audience.
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The standing ovation reflected our gratitude toward those who have been dedicated to the
accomplishment and overcome difficulties that we faced, specifically the fear of SARS. “We finally
reach here,” said Ms. Takagi, “this place ‘Awaji-Yume Butai’ means ‘Dream Stage.” Let’s talk about our
dream together!!”
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Now, we live in the new millennium but a lot of problems are still remained — war, discrimination,
starvation, pollution and many more. On the dream stage, sharing the same time and space with
others and knowing differences that we bring, we would like to talk about our colorful and peaceful

future.
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Today’s programs : July 22(Tue)
9:00-11:00
Plenary Session: at Main Hall, 2F
“Recovery from the Great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake”
Yutaka Nishida (Director General International Affairs Bureau
Hyogo Prefectural Government)
Ryota Nishimoto (Ashinaga Education Meeting, Rainbow House)
11:20-17:00 at Main Hall, 2F
Regular Sessions and Workshops
Poster Session (11:20-13:40 2nd Floor Corridor)
Book Exchange (Reception Hall B)
Thank You Art (Reception Hall B)

Some additional information and change will be notified on handouts.
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CD “Wish”--Theme song of this conference ¥1000 or7.5US$
Proceedings: Journals of Case Studies ¥2,000 or 15US$
iEARN Memorial Bag  ¥1500 or 9.7US$
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-The Scene of the Opening
Ceremony —
Opening Declaration by Ms.
Yoko Takagi,
the Executive Director, 2003
iEARN Conference
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Youth Summit Started

Youth Summit started at Awaji Yume Butai
International Conference Center on July 21. 117
students from about 20 countries join it in order to “be
together” as one.
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After attending the opening ceremony, they
join the game called “Ice break” and introduce
themselves to their new friends.

Ms. Miyamoto, a junior student of
Kansei-Gakuin Univ,, says “although we have
made huge efforts, participants’ smiles make us
refresh. We are very excited.” During the
summit, not only students’ presentations but
also intercultural communication with Awaji
people are scheduled, and Mr. Miyamoto and
other staff are doing their best to success them.

Today’ s schedule

10:00 am Meet at Room 301.
Move to Iwaya dJunior High School
5 min walk
Making bamboo Chopsticks, cooking rice in
bamboo and making rice balls.
Discussion on language and food

Presentation
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Staff members

Toshio Takashima, Ueno Hiroshi, Yasushi Miyazaki, Rie Yoshidomi, Seki Kohei, Norio Sugimoto,

Yuka Konoha

Coming From the World, Meeting At Awaji
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Mr. Omar Moslimari Abdrubon (Egypt) was impressed by Joruri at the opening ceremony. “Our humanity is
universal” said he, “so that we could feel the great power from the play although we couldn’t understand the
language.” He is expected to have a presentation during the youth summit and it must be as powerful as the
Joruri play.
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Ms. Inkeri Kukusjarvi (Finland) was astonished by hot and humid weather of Japan. In her school, she has
been promoting an e-mail project that links Finish and Japanese students. “The students seem to overcome

language barriers by helping each other.” She participates in the conference as a bridge between Finland and
the world.
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Ayu Takino (Japan) , a participant from Akashi city, is positively motivated to meet new people and join various
activities. For her “colorful” future, she hopes to communicate with people from different counties and know
their cultures.




